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dians, which was contrary to the laws newly established, the
viceroy ordered the king's officers to confiscate the gold till
they could ascertain the truth. Many of the citizens were
irritated at this, the more so because that city was beyond
his domain; and if it had not been for the auditors and
influential men of that country, who interfered and begged
that he would restore the property, without doubt he would
have confiscated everything. However unwillingly, he al-
lowed the whole to be restored; and then he shortly after
departed from Nombre de Dios, going by land to Panamd,
very angry with the auditors on account of certain differ-
ences that had occurred among them, often saying that the
emperor had given him as auditors a youth, a madman, a
fool, and an ignoramus. Cepeda was young, Giovanni Al-
vares was mad, Pietro Ortis was ignorant because he did not
know Latin, and the other a fool: and in this mood he em-
barked on board a ship.
Thirteen days after leaving PanamcL he reached Twribes,
the shortest passage that ever any ship had made.1 There
he began to restore liberty to the Indians, and commanded
that they should not supply any article of food without being
paid for it \ and that the Spaniards should not load them
against their will. For before that period the governors of
the kingdom had proclaimed that, any Spaniards going on
foot from one village to another, should be provided by the
caciques with three Indians to carry their luggage; and
those who rode on horseback, to be furnished with five.
Morever, that every man should be supplied with a fowl, a
rabbit, and a jug of the wine of the country, called by them
1 It is curious that in the Oornwallis frigate, in 1807, we also
made this passage in exactly thirteen days ; for we left the anchorage
before Tumbez on Saturday the 15th of August, and anchored off Pa-
checa, in the Bay of Panama, on the 28th of the same month. We,
however, were not thinking it a nautical feat to clear fifty or sixty
miles a day ; we were cruising, and catching all that we could along
shore. (Tram.)